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Are Christians Obligated to Tithe? 
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Many Christians ponder the necessity of tithing, grappling with whether it remains a mandated practice for 
believers. Let's embark on a journey through the scriptures to uncover why Christians are not under obligation 
to tithe. 


Tithing traces its origins back to the Old Testament, where the Israelites were directed to allocate 10 percent of 
their agricultural produce and livestock to the tabernacle or temple (Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:26; 
Deuteronomy 14:24). This practice was integral to the Mosaic Law, entailing multiple tithes which, cumulatively, 
could amount to approximately 23.3 percent of their income. These offerings sustained the priests, Levites, and 


the sacrificial system. 


The advent of Jesus Christ ushered in a new era, marked by the fulfillment of the Old Testament Law through 
His sacrificial death. Consequently, there was a significant paradigm shift in the realm of giving. Unlike the Old 
Testament, the New Testament does not prescribe a specific percentage of income for Christians to earmark 
for religious offerings. Instead, it emphasizes giving in accordance with one's ability and inclination (1 
Corinthians 16:2). While some adhere to the 10 percent guideline derived from the Old Testament, it is not a 


mandatory regulation for Christian giving. 


Central to Christian teachings concerning possessions is the acknowledgment that everything belongs to the 
Lord. Psalm 24:1 beautifully encapsulates this sentiment: "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, 
and all who live in it." As custodians of God's resources, Christians are tasked with managing their possessions 


in a manner that glorifies God and serves the greater good. 


The New Testament provides invaluable insights into the nature of giving within the Christian community. It 
emphasizes the importance of offering from a pure heart, driven by genuine worship and a desire to serve 
others (2 Corinthians 9:7). Rather than adhering to a fixed percentage, believers are encouraged to seek divine 


guidance in their giving, contributing as they are able. 


In Matthew 23:23, Jesus addresses the Pharisees, rebuking them for their meticulous tithing while neglecting 
weightier matters of the law such as justice, mercy, and faithfulness. This verse underscores the importance of 
not merely focusing on outward acts of religious observance but also prioritizing matters of the heart and living 


out the principles of righteousness and compassion. 


The passage in Malachi 3:9-10, often cited in support of contemporary tithing, pertains specifically to the 
Israelites’ offerings to the temple and does not directly apply to Christians and their financial contributions to 
local churches. While tithing is referenced in the New Testament and exemplified in the Old Testament, it is not 


explicitly mandated for Christians. 


In the New Testament, the emphasis lies on voluntary and generous giving to meet the needs of others, 
Support Christian workers, and expand outreach efforts. Rather than fixating on a specific amount or 
percentage, believers are urged to respond to the needs of the community, sometimes necessitating 


contributions that surpass a tenth of their income. 


In essence, while the concept of tithing holds historical and biblical significance, Christians are not bound by a 

legalistic tithe system. Instead, they are called to give willingly, generously, and in accordance with their means, 
with a heart inclined towards worship and service to the body of Christ. Recognizing themselves as stewards of 
God's resources, they are tasked with utilizing their possessions in a manner that honors God and enriches the 


lives of others. 
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